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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAHS: PINT,MT 

SUB J : PIONEER CORPS DEMONSTRATION 

1. ON SATURDAY, DEC 29, APPROXIMATELY FOUR HUNDRED OF THE 
4,000 ODD MEMBERS OF THE PARA-MILITARY PIONEER CORPS STAGED 
A DEMONSTRATION TO DEMAND HIGHER PAY AND*FORTY HOUR WEEK. 

2. THE MAIN BODY ASSEMBLED AT TIGNE BARRACKS IN SLIEMA AND 
MARCHED FIVE MILES TO VALLETTA, WHERE THEY TRA*ERSED THE 
LENGTH OF KINGSWAY TO FORT ST. ELMO IN ORDER TO INDUCE MEMBERS 
STATIONED THERE TO JOIN THEM. THIS HAVING FAILED, GROUP 
MARCHED BACK THROUGH VALLETTA TO P.M.'S OFFICE AT THE AUBERGE 
DE CASTILLE, WHERE MINTOFF AGREED TO MEET WITH SOME OF THEM 

IN HIS OUTER OFFICE. 

3. ACCORDING PRESS AND OTHER SOURCES, MINTOFF 

WAS EXTREMELY ANGRY, AND TOLD THEM THAT AS MEMBERS OF ARMED 
FORCES MALTA THEY MUST ABIDE BY REGULATIONS AND REFUSED TO MEET 
THEIR DEMANDS. HE TOLD THEM, HOWEVER, THAT HE WOULD OVERLOOK 
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THEIR PRESENT TRANSGRESSION, CND THAT SATURDAY COULD BE DEVOTED 
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TO SPORTS RATHER THAN THEIR REGULAR WORK ON PUBLIC WORKS PROJECTS. 

4. COMMENT: WE DO NOT READ TOO MUCH INTO THIS INCIDENT ALTHOUGH 
IT WAS FIRST MAJOR OPEN DEMONSTRATION OF DISSATISFACTION WITHIN 
THE CORPS. SEVERAL NATIONALIST* M.P.S TOLD US FOLLOWING EVENING 
THAT THERE HAD BEEN A PLAN F*R ALL PIONEER CORPS MEMBERS NOT TO 
REPORT FOR WORK ON SATURDAY (GOM INDUSTRIES HAVE JUST 

BEEN GRANTED 40 HOUR WEEK), BUT THAT ONLY A PART OF THE TIGNE 
BARRACKS CONTINGENT FOLLOWED THROUGH. 

5. THE MAJORITY OF THE CORPS ARE MINTOFF LOYALISTS, AND ALTHOUGH 
SIMILAR DEMONSTRATIONS MAY OCCUR AGAIN, THERE IS LITTLE DOOUBT 
THAT HE CAN KEEP THEM UNDER HIS CONTROL.TUCKER 
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